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SUPER-GREEN SHADES

These chic shades are also earth-friendly: 
made from material derived from castor-oil 
seeds, the case comes from repurposed 
leather scraps, and sales support The 
Nature Conservancy’s “Plant a Billion Trees” 
campaign, which helps protect the world’s 
rainforests. Marc by Marc Jacobs MMJ 261s 

Sunglasses, $139.95; go-optic.com 

TOBY POMEROY

The Oregon-based designer believes in 
jewelry that is “as ethical as it is elegant.”  
Single gem Comet earrings in amethyst, 
citrine, red garnet, green quartz, and smokey 
quartz in 14k gold, $640, silver, $415; 
vonbargensjewelry.com

MIDORI FERRIS WAYNE

Forged from reclaimed 14K 
rose gold, sterling silver bi-metal 
and white gold, these rings 
feature repurposed diamonds. 
Gold vineyard stacking rings, 
$815 to $870, sold individually. 
Reclaimed sterling silver, $230; 
Okomido.com

PIPPA SMALL 

The artist/anthropologist’s drop earrings 
with tourmaline, peridot, amethyst and 
garnet are inspired by the natural-dyed 
silks of the Kuchi people in Afghanistan 
(see page 14). Shah chandelier earrings, 
$715; U.S. PippaSmallShop.com

TRUE GEMS

KIRSTEN MUENSTER 

Muenster features fossils in her work, and some are hundreds of millions 
of years old. Fossilized fern, botswana agate, pink tourmaline, quartz 
with inclusions and fossilized coral set in recycled sterling silver. $500; 
KirstenMuensterJewelry.com 

Fine-jewelry designers 
who are working toward 
a more ethical and 
eco-friendly industry.
By Zoe Helene
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MATTHEW MOERMAN AND 

MATTHEW BAXTER

The duo works with ethically 
sourced gemstones, recycled 
gold and conflict-free 
diamonds. Piedras 18K yellow 
gold and quartz necklace, 
$3,665; 18K rose gold and 
whiskey quartz ring, $1,800; 
18K yellow gold earrings green 
amethyst, smoky quartz and 
rose-cut diamonds, $2,050. 
BaxterMoerman.com

BACK TO THE SOURCE

A guide to sourcing 
conflict-free jewelry.

Fair Trade Gems 

fairtradegems.com
No Dirty Gold 

nodirtygold.org
Fair Trade Federation 

fairtradefederation.org
Ethical Metalsmiths 

ethicalmetalsmiths.org
Kimberley Process 

KimberleyProcess.com

TRUE GEMS



reflect What do a jewelry designer in the UK 
and a little girl from Afghanistan have 
in common? Turquoise Mountain, a 
Kabul-based nonprofit, where artists 
and designers like Pippa Small, an 
anthropologist/jewelry designer, work with 
local artisans to help revive Afghanistan’s 
traditional arts (i.e., jewelry making), 
promote local gems and craftsmanship and 
create jobs. Proceeds helped fund an adult 
literacy center, a library and schools like 
the one where the girl in our photograph 
is learning to read. Turquoise Mountain’s 
Institute for Afghan Arts & Architecture 
is an arts and vocational training program 
for Afghans who gain skills in jewelry and 
gem cutting, calligraphy and painting, 
wood working and ceramics. After stints 
with top designers like Gucci, Nicole 
Farhi, and Chloe, Small decided to focus on 
ethical and fair-trade jewelry (see page 74) 
and she’s been partnering with Turquoise 
Mountain ever since. turquoisemountain.org  
    —Rae Novack   

To think quietly or calmly; to make manifest or apparent. 
– Merriam-Webster
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